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support of a strong community, of anything even resembling a
section of public opinion, it had little in common with the
great Houses of Westminster.
Ireland, however, at the death of James I, was apparently
tranquil, nay in a state of progress. Peace had repaired some
of the ravages of war; the introduction of a vigorous race of
settlers had improved husbandry and the face of the country;
signs of material prosperity began to be seen. The mass of
the people, too, seemed quiescent; and English statesmen,
with the optimistic fancies which have oftea deluded them in
the case of Ireland, announced that " the strings of the Irish
harp were in tune," and that the Irish were orderly, even
contented. Yet elements of ill-will, of passion, of strife were
gathering beneath the surface of things, more dangerous per-
haps than at any previous time. The Irishry fiercely resented
the fall of their chiefs, the extinction of their customs, the
annihilation of their rights, and especially the destruction of
the tribal land-system; the Continent had received despoiled
Irish exiles, trained to war, and thirsting for revenge for wrong;
the reiterated process of confiscation had aroused anger and
terror. The domination, too, of the Anglican Church, the
vexatious persecution which it promoted, above all, the
extension over great parts of the country of numbers of
settlers, seated on the land, as a caste alien in race and
faith from the children of the soil, had provoked deepseated
and bitter discontent; their feelings were quickened by the
Catholic priesthood, more powerful than it had ever been,
and were shared by many of the old Englishry. The Govern-
ment, besides, was a bad Government, harsh, sectarian, narrow,
often iniquitous; it was trying to wrest everything to submission
to the rule of the Castle, repeatedly abused for the very worst
purposes. As the general result, the divisions of race and
faith, unhappily the cardinal fact of Irish History, were never
before so profound and menacing. The separation between